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Education

Harvard University, Ph.D. Economics, 1985.
Cambridge University, B.A. Economics and Philosophy, 1979.

Positions

2005-6 Fellow, Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin (Institute for Advanced Study)

2003, March Distinguished Visiting Professor, Economics Department, Brown University

2002-5 Director, Economy, Justice and Society Program, University of California, Davis

1996-present Professor, Department of Economics, University of California, Davis
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Publications

Books

A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World. Forthcoming, Princeton
University Press, June 2007.

Journal and Book Articles

“A Review of Avner Greif’s, Institutions, and the Path to the Modern Economy.” Journal of Economic
Literature, forthcoming, March 2007.

“Coal and the Industrial Revolution, 1700-1869.” (with David Jacks) European Review of
Economic History, 11(1) (April, 2007): 39-72.

“The Long March of History: Farm Wages, Population and Economic Growth, England 1209-
1869,” Economic History Review, 60(1) (February, 2007): 97-136.

“What made Britannia great? How much of the rise of Britain to world dominance by 1850 does the
Industrial Revolution explain?” In Tim Hatton, Kevin O’Rourke, and Alan Taylor (eds.),
Comparative Economic History: Essays in honor of Jeffrey Williamson, pp. 33-57.
Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, forthcoming, 2007.

“Survival of the Richest. The Malthusian Mechanism in Pre-Industrial England.” (with Gillian
Hamilton) Journal of Economic History, 66(3) (September, 2006): 707-306.

“The Condition of the Working-Class in England, 1209-2004” Journal of Political Economy,
113(6) (December, 2005): 1307-1340.

“Human Capital, Fertility, and the Industrial Revolution” Journal of the European Economic
Association, 3 (2-3) (2005): 505-515.

“The Efficiency Gains from Site Value Taxes: The Tithe Commutation Act of 1836 Explorations
in Economic History, 42(2), (2005):282-309 (with Eric Jamelske).

“The Price History of English Agriculture, 1209-1914,” Research in Economic History, 22,
(2004): 41-124.

“Technology in the Great Divergence” in Michael Bordo, Alan Taylor and Jeffrey Williamson (eds.),
Globalization in Historical Perspective. (2003). Chicago: University of Chicago Press for the
NBER (with Robert Feenstra).

“One Polity, Many Countries: Economic Growth in India, 1873-2000” in Dani Rodrik (ed.),
Frontiers of Economic Growth. Princeton: Princeton University Press, (2003) (with Susan
Wolcott).



“Farmland Rental Values and Agrarian History: England, 1500-1912” European Review of
Economic History, 6(3) (December 2002): 281-3009.

“Shelter from the Storm: Housing and the Industrial Revolution, 1550-1912” Journal of Economic
History, 62(2) (June 2002).

“Farm Wages and Living Standards in the Industrial Revolution: England, 1670-1870.” Economic
History Review, 54 (3), (August, 2001): 477-505.

“The Enclosure of English Common Lands, 1475-1839.” Journal of Economic History, 61(4)
(December 2001): 1009-1036. (with Anthony Clark)

“Debt, Deficits and Crowding Out: England, 1727-1840” European Review of Economic
History, 5(3) (December 2001): 403-436.

“Why Nations Fail: Managerial Decisions and Performance in Indian Cotton Textiles, 1890-1938.”
(with Susan Wolcott). Journal of Economic History, 59(2) (1999): 397-423.

“Too Much Revolution: Agriculture and the Industrial Revolution, 1700-1860” in Joel Mokyr (ed.),
The British Industrial Revolution: An Economic Assessment, 206-240. 2 Edition (Boulder,
Colorado: Westview Press, 1999)

“Commons Sense: Common Property Rights, Efficiency, and Institutional Change,” Journal of
Economic History, 58(1) (March, 1998), 73-102.

“Land Hunger: Land as a Commodity and as a Status Good in England, 1500-1910,” Explorations
in Economic History, 35(1) (Jan., 1998), 59-82.

“Work in Progress. The Industrious Revolution?”” Journal of Economic History. 58(3)
(September, 1998), 830-843. (with Ysbrand van der Werf).

“The Charity Commissioners as a Source in English Economic History” Research in Economic
History, 18 (1998), 1-52.

“A Precocious Infant: The Grain Market in England 1207-1770” in G. Federico, J. Ljundberg, K. G.
Persson, and L. Schon (eds.), Integration of Commodity Markets in History, (1998).

“The Political Foundations of Modern Economic Growth: England, 1540-1800,”  Journal of
Interdisciplinary History, 26 (Spring, 1996), 563-588. Reprinted in Robert I. Rotberg (ed.), Social
Mobility and Modernization: A Journal of Interdisciplinary History Reader. Cambridge,
Mass: MIT Press, 2000.

“A British Food Puzzle,” Economic History Review, 68 (May, 1995), 215-237. (With Michael
Huberman and Peter Lindert).

“Factory Discipline,” Journal of Economic History, 54 (March, 1994), 128-163.



“Agriculture and the Industrial Revolution, 1700-1850,” in Joel Mokyr (ed.), The  British
Industrial Revolution: An Economic Assessment (Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1993),
227-266.

“Economic Growth in Theory and History: A Review Essay,” Theory and Society (1993), 871-886.

“The Economics of Exhaustion, the Postan Thesis, and the Agricultural Revolution,” Journal of
Economic History, 52 (March, 1992), 61-84.

"Labour Productivity in English Agticulture, 1300-1860," in B.M.S. Campbell and Mark Overton,
Agricultural Productivity in the European Past. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1991,

211-235.

"Yields per Acre in English Agriculture 1266-1860: Evidence from Payments to Labout,"
Economic History Review, (August 1991), 445-460.

"The Cost of Capital and Medieval Agricultural Technique," Explorations in Economic History,
25 (July, 1988), 265-294,

"Productivity Growth Without Technical Change in European Agriculture Before 1850," Journal of
Economic History, 47 (June 1987), 419-432.

"Why Isn't the Whole World Developed? Lessons from the Cotton Mills," Journal of Economic
History, 47 (March 1987), 141-173.

"Authority and Efficiency: The Labor Market and the Managerial Revolution of the Late Nineteenth
Century" Journal of Economic History, 44 (December 1984), 1069-83.

Shorter Papers/Other

“Industrial Revolution” forthcoming in The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics, new
edition edited by Lawrence Blume and Steven Durlauf (2008).

“The Malthusian Economy” forthcoming in The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics, new
edition edited by Lawrence Blume and Steven Durlauf (2008).

“Agricultural Labor,” in Joel Mokyr (ed.) Oxford Encylopedia of Economic History (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2003), Vol. 1, 21-26.

“Agricultural Productivity, Prices and Wages,” in Joel Mokyr (ed.) Oxford Encylopedia of
Economic History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), Vol 1, 92-96.

“Farm Management,” in Joel Mokyr (ed.) Oxford Encylopedia of Economic History (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2003), Vol. 2, 276-278.



“Agricultural Wages,” in Joel Mokyr (ed.) Oxford Encylopedia of Economic History (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2003), Vol. 1, 59-65.

“Farm Capital,” in Joel Mokyr (ed.) Oxford Encylopedia of Economic History (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2003), Vol. 2, 272-275.

“In Defense of Commons Sense: Reply to Chapman.” Journal of Economic History, 59(2) (June,
1999): 451-55.

“Comments on Dye, Huck, and Sicsic,” Journal of Economic History, 53 (June, 1993), 408-
410.

"Labor Productivity and Farm Size in English Agriculture Before Mechanization: A Note,"
Explorations in Economic History, 28 (April, 1991), 248-257.

"The Long-Term Decline in Real Interest Rates: Comment," Journal of Economic Perspectives,
(Winter, 1991), 213-215.

"Enclosure, Land Improvement and the Price of Capital. Reply to Jones," Explorations in
Economic History, 27 (April 1990), 356-362.

"Productivity Growth without Technical Change in European Agticulture. Reply to Komlos,"
Journal of Economic History, 49 (Dec, 1989), 979-991.

"Why Isn't the Whole World Developed? Reply to Hanson," Journal of Economic History, 49
(Sept, 1989), 707-714.

"Economic Growth without Accumulation or Technical Change: Agriculture Before
Mechanization," in G. Feiwel (ed.), Joan Robinson and Modern Economic Theory (New York
University Press, 1989), 791-820.

"Would Better Management Have Developed the World? Reply to Wilkins," Journal of Economic
History, 48 (March 1988), 143-148.

"Economists in Search of Culture: the Unspeakable in Search of the Uneatable?" Historical
Methods, 21 (Fall, 1988), 161-4.

“British Labor in Britain’s Decline,” Dissertation Summary, Journal of Economic History, 46
(June, 1986), 498-500.

Book Reviews

How to be Human — Though an Economist. Deirdre McCloskey. Ann Arbor: Michigan University Press,
2000. Journal of Economic Literature (2001).



Time and Work in England, 1750-1830 by Hans-Joachim Voth. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 2001.
Journal of Economic History (2001).

The Agrarian History of England and Wales, V' olume V11, 1850-1914. Edited by E.J.T. Collins.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000. Journal of Economic History (2001).

No Ordinary Academics: Economics and Political Science at the University of Saskatchewan, 1910-1960 by
Shirley Spafford. Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 2000. Journal of Economic History,
(June, 2001).

The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumnlation.
Michael Perelman. Durham: Duke University Press, 2000. Eh.net Book Review List (2001)

The Great Divergence: Europe, China and the Making of the Modern World Economy. Kenneth Pomeranz.
Princeton: Princeton University Press. Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 32(1) (Summer
2000).

Land and Society in Britain, 1700-1914: Essays in Hononr of F. M. L. Thompson. Edited by Negley Harte
and Roland Quinault. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1996. Journal of Economic
History, 58(1) (March 1998), 241-242.

Peasants, Merchants, and Markets: Inland Trade in Medieval England, 1150-1350. James Masschaele. New
York: St Martin's Press, 1998. Eh.Net Book Review List, 1998.

Agricultural Revolution in England: The Transformation of the Agrarian Economy 1500-1850. By Mark
Overton. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996. Journal of Economic History, 58(2)
(June 1998).

The Ephemeral Civilization: Exploring the Myth of Social Evolution. Graeme Donald Snooks. London:
Routledge, 1997. Journal of Economic History, (Dec. 1998).

The Dynamic Society: Exploring the Sources of Global Change. By Graeme Donald Snooks. London:
Routledge, 1996. Eh.Net Book Review List, 1997.

The Great Wave: Price Revolutions and the Rhythm of History by David Hackett Fischer. Oxford
University Press, 1996. Reason, September 1997.

The Origins of Industrial Capitalism in India: Business Strategies and the Working Classes in Bombay, 1900-
1940. By Rajnarayan Chandavarkar. 1994. Journal of Economic History, 55(1) (Mar. 1995), 183-
4.

Marriage, Debt, and the Estates System: English Landownership, 1650-1950. By John Habakkuk. Oxford,
Oxford University Press, 1994. Journal of Economic History, 55 (3) (Sept. 1995), 702-3.
Enclosure and the Yeoman. Robert C. Allen. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1992. Journal of
Economic Literature, 32 (Sept. 1994), 1269-1270.

The World of the Rural Labourer in Colonial India. Edited by Gyan Prakash. Delhi, Oxford University
Press, 1992. Journal of Economic History, 53(4), (Dec. 1993), 947-8.

Power and Economic Institutions: Reinterpretations in Economic History. Edited by Bo Gustafsson.
Brookfield, Vt.: Edward Elgar, 1991. Business History Review, 66 (3) (Aut. 1992), 606-7.

The Agrarian History of England and Wales: 170l. 3, 1348-1500. Edited by Edward Miller. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1991. Journal of Economic History, 52(3), (Sep. 1992), 708-9.
History, Policy, and Economic Theory: Essays in Interaction. W. W. Rostow. Boulder: Westview Press.
Journal of Economic History, 51(1), (Mar. 1991), 256-7.

Cotton Spinning Around the World in 1910: A Comparative Analysis (1908-1913). David Asseo. Geneva:
Center of International Economic History, 1989. Journal of Economic History, 51(2), (June
1991), 530-1.

Competitive Advantage on the Shop Floor. William Lazonick. Cambridge, Ma.: Harvard University Press,
1990. Journal of Economic History, 51(4), (Dec. 1991), 998-9.

The Business of Improvement: Agriculture and Scientific Culture in Britain, 1700-1870. Sarah Wilmot.
Agricultural History, 65(4), (Fall, 1991), 116-7.



Patterns of European Industrialization: The Nineteenth Century. Edited by Richard Sylla and Gianni
Toniolo. New York: Routledge, Chapman, and Hall, 1991. Journal of Interdisciplinary History,
763-4.

Productivity, Technology and Industrial Development: A Case Study in Textiles. Howard Pack. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1987. Journal of Economic Literature, 28 (Mar. 1990), 113-4.

British Business in Asia since 1860. Edited by R. P. T. Davenport-Hines and Geoffrey Jones.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989. English Historical Review, -----

The Causes of Progress: Culture, Authority and Change. Emmanuel Todd. New York: Basil Blackwell,
1987. Journal of Economic History, 48(2), (June 1988), 532-3.

Skilled Workers in the Class Structure. Roger Penn. New York, Cambridge University Press, 1985.
Journal of Economic History, 46(2), (June 1986), 530-2.

Divisions of Labour: Skilled Workers and Technological Change in Nineteenth Century England. Edited by
Royden Harrison and Jonathan Zeitlin. Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 1985. Journal of
Economic History, 46(2), (June 1986), 530-2.

Academic Honors, Awards, Service

Co-Editor, Research in Economic History, 1993-

Editorial Board, Journal of Economic History (1997-2001), Explorations in Economic
History, 1997-

Editor, Abstract List, Economic History Services, 1996-1999, 2001-3

Editor, Research List, Economic History Services, 2004-

National Science Foundation Grant, “The Great Escape: the Industrial Revolution in Theory
and in History” SES, 02-41376, 2003-2006.

National Science Foundation Grant, “Is there Profit in Reforming the Poor: The English
Experience, 1815-1855.” (with Marianne Page), SES 00-95616, 2001-2002.

Lincoln Foundation Grant, 2000-2001, “The Efficiency Gains from Land Tax Reform,
England 1836-1855.”

IRIS Grant, “Agrarian Institutions and Agricultural Development,” 1993-4.

National Science Foundation Grant, “In Search of the Agricultural Revolution in England,
1611-1850,” SES 91-22191, 1992-4.

Rackham Research Grant, University of Michigan, 1990.

American Council of Learned Societies, Travel Grant, 1989.

Economic History Association, Arthur H. Cole Grant in Aid of Research, 1988.
Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Harvard University, 1983.

Travel Grant, Center for European Studies, Harvard University, 1983.

Wrenbury Scholarship, Cambridge University, 1979.

Honorary Senior Scholar, King's College, Cambridge.

First Class Honours in Economics, Cambridge University, 1979.

Papers, Talks



2007  University of California, Berkeley. UCLA. SUNY-Binghamton. LSE. Institute for
Historical Research, London. Wilfrid Laurier (Canada). Santa Fe Institute, New Mexico.

2006  Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin. Simon Fraser. Canadian Economic History Conference.
Carlos III University, Madrid. Goettingen University. Free University, Berlin. European
University Institute, Florence. Munich University. Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona. Tuebingen
University. University of Copenhagen. University College, Dublin. Warwick University,
England. University of California, Riverside. Research Institute of Industrial Economics,
Stockholm. Regensburg University, Germany. Conference on Early Economic
Developments, Copenhagen. International Economic History Congress, Helsinki. OFCE,
Paris.

2005 Harvard University. Dartmouth College. University of Indiana. Free University, Berlin.
Stanford University. University of Zaragoza. Society for Economic Dynamics, Budapest.
European Historical Economics Society, Istanbul.

2004  Boston University. Harvard University. American Economic Association, New Orleans.
European Economic Association, Madrid.

2003  Brown University. All UC Group in Economic History Conference. Economic History
Association.

2002 University of California, Berkeley. Carlos III University, Madrid. Humboldt University,
Berlin (Schumpeter Lectures). Munich University. Queens University, Canada. Rutgers
University. University of Toronto. Stanford University.

Other University of Arizona (1991) University of California - Berkeley (1986, 1988, 1991, 1992,
1995, 1998, 1999), University of California - Davis (1986, 1987, 1988), University of
California - Los Angeles (1993, 2000), University of California - Riverside (1993), Cambridge
University, England (1999), Carlos III University, Madrid, Spain (1993), University of
Chicago (1989, 1997), University of Colorado -Boulder (2000), Columbia Economic History
Seminar (1998), Edinburgh University, Scotland (1999), Glasgow University, Scotland (1997,
1999), Harvard University (1987, 1990, 1992), , University of Illinois, Urbana-Champagne
(1988, 1995), University of Indiana (1989), London School of Economics (1997, 1999),
Institute of Historical Research, London University, England (1992), ITAM, Mexico City,
Mexico (1999), University of Kansas (1988), McMaster University, Canada (1989), University
of Michigan (1986, 1987, 1988, 1995), , University of North Carolina (1992), Northwestern
University (1988, 1995, 1997), Oxford University, England (1992), University of
Pennsylvania (1987, 1992), Queens University, Canada (1990), Stanford University (1992,
1995), Temple University (1993), University of Toronto (1995), University of the Pacific
(1995), University of Western Ontario (1990, 1995), Warwick University, England (1992,
1997, 1999), Washington Area Economic History Seminar (1998), Washington University-St.
Louis (1986), Yale University (1987).

American Economic Association Annual Meetings (1996, 2001), American Historical
Association Meetings (1994), All UC Group in Economic History Conference (1989, 1991,
1993, 1994), Chicago Area Economic History Group (1995), Cliometrics Society Conference
(1984, 1986, 1988, 1994, 1996, 1998, 2001), , Economic History Association Meetings (1985,



1986, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 2001), Economic History Society Meetings,
Britain (1999), European Historical Economics Society (2001), International Economic
History Congress, Leuven, Belgium (1990), Quantitative Economic and Social History
Conference, Cambridge, England (1995), Social Science History Association Meetings (1987,
1993, 1997), Research Workshop, Agricultural Productivity and the European Economy,
Bellagio, Italy (1989), Workshop on Institutions and Economic Performance in History,
Copenhagen (1995)

Referee

American Economic Review, Comparative Studies in Society and History, Economic Development
and Cultural Change, Economic Journal, Economic Philosophy, Economics and Politics, Economic
History Review, European Review of Economic History, Explorations in Economic History,
Historical Methods, Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, Journal of Economic History,
Journal of Political Economy, National Science Foundation, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.



