


How do we explain the increase in life Expectancy? 
 
     A.  Movement along a fixed life expectancy curve due primarily to 
economic growth? 
     B.  Shift in the function due to technological change? 
      
     Go with B. 
 
Plots LEx and economic growth—in the West long lag in the upturn in LEx 
and then LEx grows faster. 
 
Economic growth had mixed effects—more food, etc. but more crowding. 
 
Technological change and LEx.? 
 
 A. prevent transmission 
 B. New vaccines—mostly starting in 1890s 
 C. New drugs to cure—1930s  
 
 See Table on discoveries. 
 
Role of the Market? 
 
 A. Not much (directly) 
 B. Market failures 
 C. Collective action 
 
 Sources of Technological change 
 Institutional Innovation 
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